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We Are Doing Our Best Tool We Talked To A College Student |
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We talked to Annie, who started college in April of this year, and we would like to share her story.
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I was born to a Japanese father and a Brazilian mother. Around June of 2018, I came to Japan (Saitama). I met with many
difficulties upon entering junior high school, and I clearly remember just how difficult it was for me. It wasn’t just Japanese; |
was not able to understand a single thing in any of the subjects. I often thought to myself, “I am at a much lower level then

everyone else. I can’t have fun with the others.”

I will not forget the first day of junior high school. First, we greeted the principal, then the teachers in the staff room, and
lastly after greeting all the same-year students, we went back to the classroom. All my classmates were standing around my
seat and were asking me a ton of questions. Even though there were questions that I understood, since I was not able to answer
in Japanese, I could not communicate with them, and I failed to make friends. During class, I could not understand a single
thing that the teacher said, and I was not even able to answer simple questions. For me, school was a place full of
embarrassment and things that I did not understand. “There is nothing I can do now” is what I thought as I started to give up.

However, thanks to two incidents, | resolved to do whatever it took and to try as hard as I could.
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The first incident happened on a certain day as during my 1st year. Just as always, the teacher was handing out the
printouts to each row. Each student would take the printouts, turn around, and hand them to the next student. The boy
sitting in front of me, after handing me the printout, turned around once more and with a very serious look on his face
said, “Try harder!” It came out of nowhere, but at that moment it felt like a strong ray of light pierced my heart and I
said to myself “I really do have to try harder. I want to be someone that people respect.”

The second incident happened at the beginning of my 2nd year. My father, to increase opportunities for me to
learn, decided to take me to a full-day trial lesson at a “Learning Room”. Unfortunately, what was supposed to be a
place that “gives hope for the future,” turned to be quite the opposite. The things that were said to me were horrible
enough to kill any hope that I had, and I left very hurt. When I got home, I cried my eyes out. That night I swore that
“rather than go to a place like that, I would rather study and improve on my own!” and that “I would never go
somewhere like that again!” From that day on, I would study for more than 5 hours on days that I had school, more
than 7 hours on days when I did not have school, and more than 12 hours right before exams. From the moment [
started to think about going to high school, I worked hard and tirelessly to pass the entrance exam of the high school I
was interested in going to. Thankfully, I was able to pass!”
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I would like to share with you some of the study methods that I use even now and that have been very helpful.
First, during class reviews, make a note of whatever it is that you can’t seem to understand no matter how much you try
and, after school, ask a teacher for help. Doing this over and over again, eventually, when I got into high school, I no
longer had to go to teachers after school to ask questions. However, I did not let go of the habit of taking notes! I would
go over the things that I had taken note of until I fully and completely understood it. When I was still not able to get it, |
would imagine that I was the teacher explaining the problem to a student. That mental exercise helped me realize things
that I did not see before.

What helped me to improve my Japanese was to open a Japanese dictionary during breaks I had in the school day,
choose 10 words/phrases that seemed useful, and write them in a small note so that I could practice and remember them.
There are many other methods and tricks, but this one will have to do for now.

Despite being a bit introverted, I was able to make many friends in high school. Thanks
to the Japanese Lessons and the support of so many teachers, I had much a more pleasant and
fulfilling high school experience compared to my time in junior high school. Not only has my
Japanese improved, but I am now able to speak some English. Before I knew it, all those
subjects that I could barely understand are things that I am now able to comprehend.
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I am currently a student at Daito Bunka University. My new dream is to become a trilingual medical interpreter and I have
been working hard to make it a reality. I mainly study English and Japanese at the university and I am happy to report that I
got into the highest level Enghsh class!
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Lastly, there is a message I want to give to everyone. Believe in yourself, and no matter what
happens, I want you to not give up. Even if you are at the lowest level, hope and... “Try Harder!”
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Annie Ishii, Daito Bunka University, 1st Year
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On August 2nd (Sat.), the 2025 High School Admission Orientation for Foreign Students and Guardian(s) was held in
Omiya Sonic City. With 80 families from 13 different countries, a total of 176 students and parents/guardians attended. There
were 15 booths in total covering topics such as entrance exams, tuition fees and scholarships, certification of eligibility to
apply for entrance exams, VISA, Japanese language classes, and high schools. Students and their parents/guardians were able
to visit the booths that interested them the most for consultations or to ask specific questions they had in mind. We believe
that it was quite a beneficial event for all those that participated.
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You can check and download the information translated into multiple languages from the URL below.
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High school entrance leaflet distributed on the day of the consultation session (in 8 languages)
https://www.pref.saitama.lg.jp/a0306/kokoguidance.html#leaflet
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Videos explaining about “High School Admission” and “Tuition” (in 8 languages)
https://www.pref.saitama.lg.jp/a0306/kokoguidance movie.html

Hy INoITH RAEN Ly 2B LAty

*¢%&3$$®%£%ﬁfﬁ i%%f®9~7VyF(7§%
Leaflet for parents of third-grade junior high school students: Tuition financial support (in 7 languages)

https://www.pref.saitama.lg.jp/f2204/j-s/index.html
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The 2026 High School Admission Q&A (5 languages)
https://www.pref.saitama.lg.jp/f2208/r8nyuushi-jouhou.html
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Past Entrance Exam questions and school information sessions (Japanese only)

https://www.center.spec.ed.jp/nyuushi
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This time we will be using an hourglass, a tool that uses falling sand
to measure time and which has been used since ancient times!

[F"ﬁ\ 1 Question 1]
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By using a 3 minute and 5 minute hourglass, how do we measure exactly 4 minutes?

[ 2 Question 2]
ST DOWREEHE T DWIEEFD 2 22~ T, B O E9nERDIZIFEEI TNV TL L HIN?

By using a 4 minute and 7 minute hourglass, how do we measure exactly 9 minutes?
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* Let’s say that turning over the hourglass does not affect the “time” whatsoever.

The 4-minute hourglass is empty for the second timeé
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[ 1 Question 1] [ ##2f  Example Solution] 1 [ 2 Question 2]
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:  Start the two hourglasses at the same time. Start the two hourglasses at the same time.
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: el } . i As soon as the 4-minute hourglass is empty, turn it over. :
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:  As soon as the 3-minute hourglass is empty, turn it (7 53ikitdh) :
¢ over. (3 minutes have passed) As soon as the 7-minute hourglass is empty, turn it over. :
2 i1 (7 minutes have passed) :
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(8 minutes have passed). At the same time, turn over the :

(345 TbHEE ﬁ%;a D 14y) 7-minute hourglass which is still not emtpy.
. . i [E
As soon as the 5-minute hqurglass is done, turn it over. 5. TR A 5 T 1 A ORRIED -5 94
(1 minute is left on the 3 minute hourglass) HH :
:: When the 7-minute hourglass becomes empty, it would :
E i1 have been 1 minute, thus, measuring exactly 9 minutes. ~ :
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From when the 3-minute hourglass is empty to the time it
takes for the 5-minute hourglass to finish, we get exacty
4 minutes.
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In Shimane Prefecture, there is a 5.2m tall hourglass. In the

[ course of 1 year, a total of 1 ton of sand is dropped! The
2 x hourglass is callled “Sunagoyomi” and it was recognized as
i the worlds biggest hourglass by Guiness in 2015.




6& LrdsL ZoeE & \

t<x XA TG SV ISHEEAMWZERH 302
@%7%1\\ 27 I IE A T ECEL Z e iE

BB b OB B R B b XIS D A A0 S HECT,

Have you heard of the word "counters"? Counters are words unique to Japanese that
are used when counting objects. /
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Japanese Quiz

It is not an exaggeration to say that without counters,
objects could not be counted. What counters are used
depends on the object’s shape and/or physcial properties.

For example, if you go grape picking how many can you
eat?
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Choose the counter that matches each illustration below, write the numbering method in hiragana, and complete
the table!
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There are also various counters for the rice that we eat:
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DRZ) is used for a grain of rice, [4<] for an ear of rice.

When cooked in a rice cooker, weuse &) or [T .
When shipped by farmers and such, we use %] or 4¥] .
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As can be seen in the saying "Kaga Hyakuman Goku," feudal lords up until
the Edo period expressed the size of their territories and their economic power
by measuring their rice yields in "koku." In Saitama Prefecture, the Oshi
domain had 100,000 koku (Oshihan Juuman Goku), and the Kawagoe domain
had 170,000 koku(Kawagoehan Juunanaman Goku).
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K1ABNECXL2HOmHA ) (1X=10a=10m X10mX10=1000
The area of a rice field that can produce 1 kokuis [/<| (I tan=10ares=10mx 10m x 10 = 1000 m*)
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