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rlokiichi Fana
~ The famous blind scholar of Japan

(1746-1821)

Hokiichi Hanawa, the famous blind scholar is known for compiling " Gunsho ruiju

(Great collection of old Japanese documents)".

Hokiichi Hanawa was born in the village of Hokino in Musashi Province
(present-day Honjo City, Saitama Prefecture), but he went blind by the age of 7.

He went to Edo at 15, where he became a disciple of Ametomi Kengyo (Officer
Ametomi). He couldn’t progress in music with the Koto or Shamisen, and could not
improve his acupuncture or massage skills.

However, he never gave up. As his master allowed him to do anything he wanted, he
decided to start studying. He learned history, literature, medical science and
jurisprudence from several masters.

There is a well-known story about him from this period.

One summer night, the wife of a samurai read a book for Hokiichi. She found that
he had tied his hands together. Asked why he did so, he replied, "Whenever I move
my hand to brush mosquitoes away, I tend to miss words of your reading. So as not to
do that, I did this."

At the age of 34, he made up his mind to start compiling the national history of
Japan. At last, 41 years after starting the project, he completed the great work of
publishing, " Gunsho ruiju". It consisted of 666 volumes.

He also established “Wagaku Kodansho”, an institute for the study of Japanese
classics, in 1793.

In addition to scholarship, he devoted himself to his work, holding administrative
posts responsible for supervision of the blind, including the lower rank of Koto, then
Kengyo (Officer). Ultimately, in his final years, he advanced to the position of
Sokengyo (Superior Officer).

In 1937, Ms. Helen Keller, who had three disabilities, visited Japan. She expressed
her impression as follows: "When I was a child, my mother told me that Mr. Hanawa
was my role model. I believe that his name will pass down from generation to

generation like a stream of water."
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(Ms. Helen Adams Keller, 1880~1968)
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