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To Parents & Guardians,

Our goal in making “Sainokuni no Dotoku” (Moral Education) was to promote healthy
emotional growth in children at school and at home.

Education at home is extremely important for promoting such emotional growth and a respect
for societal norms in children.

Please read the stories collected here with your child and discuss them with your child. How
did they feel about the characters in the stories and their actions? What about themselves? Be
sure to talk with your children about the importance of their daily lives and living earnestly.

We hope you will be able to use “Sainokuni no Dotoku” as you raise your child day by day.
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Thank You

@® Yumi is a 6th grade elementary school student. Right after starting her winter
vacation, Yumi's mother sent her on an errand:

“Yumi, | want you to take this to your grandmother’s house, OK? | can’t go today

since | have work, but you can handle it on your own, right?”

@ Yumi was a little worried about riding on the bus alone, but she told her mom,
“Yeah, I'm fine.”

©) Her grandmother’s house was in the next town over, and it took about 30 minutes
to get there by bus. Yumi’s house was on the edge of town, so her mother drove her to
the shuttle bus station.

@ The 8:25 bus was already there at the bus station. There were already several
other people onboard when she stepped inside. When it was time, the bus started
moving. Yumi looked inside her wallet and realized that she didn’t have exact change.
Yumi stood up from her seat and went to use the change machine:

“That’s dangerous! Make sure not to use the change machine while the bus is
moving.” The bus driver scolded Yumi.

® With the others on board staring at her, Yumi’s face turned red and she returned to
her seat.
® At the next bus station, several high school boys got onboard. They each had their

own cell phones and were doing something on them. One of the boys got a call, and his
ringtone blared out throughout the bus. Speaking into his microphone, the bus driver
said, “Please refrain from using cell phones on the bus.”

@ Looking back at the bus driver, the boys grumbled and put their phones away.

Yumi arrived at her grandmother’s house safely.
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© “‘Well done, Yumi. You made it here on the bus all by yourself. You can spend the
day here,” said her grandmother.

Her cousin who was the same age as her lived with her grandmother, so they had
a fun day together. It was getting late, so Yumi decided to return home. She called
home, and her mother who’d come back from work picked up the phone.

“Yumi, thanks for helping me with that. | checked the bus timetable, so I'll be there

at the bus stop to pick you up when you arrive.”

Yumi’'s grandmother walked her to the bus station. The bus pulled up, and when
she looked at the driver, it was the same person as that morning. When she arrived at
the last bus stop, Yumi looked for her mother’s car. All the other passengers got off,
leaving Yumi all alone.

a “What's wrong?” the bus driver asked.

Yumi thought she’d be scolded again and tensed up, but she replied honestly and

said, “I thought my mom was going to meet me here, but she hasn’t come yet.”

) When Yumi paid and started to get off the bus, the driver stopped her and said,

“You should wait here inside the bus until your mother comes. It’s cold outside.”

(B Figuring it'd be OK, Yumi decided to wait inside the bus.

Her mother’s car finally arrived.
“‘My mom’s here. Thank you,” she said, getting off the bus.

“‘Mom, you knew what time | was going to arrive, so why weren’t you there waiting

for me?” Yumi asked a little sharply.

“Sorry. Someone came just as | was leaving so that made me late.”

@ Talking with her mother, Yumi looked back at the bus. The panel on the front of the
bus that usually showed its destination was marked as “Reserved.” Without thinking,
Yumi and her mother looked at each other.

The bus’s panel shifted to “Out of Service” and headed back to the garage.
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What am 1?

) In Sachie’s class, everyone had been talking about a popular TV star lately.
“The performer on last night’s show was really interesting!”

“That ‘just disappear from the world’ joke was the best!”

® It was all just small talk, but joking around with her friends over a shared topic was

just too fun.

©) Her mother seemed worried, though.
“You’re not saying anything that would hurt your friends, are you?”

“No, it's OK. Don’t worry— | wouldn’t talk bad about my friends or pick at people like
that.”

@ Sachie’s reply was straight to the point. She didn’t want her mom to ruin her fun

with her worrying.

® One day when Sachie was cleaning the classroom, she noticed a small envelope
on the floor. The word “secret” was written on it. Sachie picked it up. She figured it would
be bad to read it, but she was too curious about the word “secret” written on it. After she

made it back home, she read it in secret in her room.

©® Inside the envelope, there was a small scrap of paper with a message scribbled on
it: “Don’t you think Sachie’s gotten really cheeky lately? | can’t stand her. Like, ‘just

disappear from the world’ (lol)”.

©) Sachie couldn’t believe her eyes for a moment since she never thought it would be
about her. But no matter how many times she read over it, it was still all about her. She’d
said “just disapear from this world” without even thinking about it, but now those same
words stabbed her heart. She felt her chest squeeze up as tears welled up in her eyes.

“‘What am |...? My friends hate me. They just want me to disappear from the world.”
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©® Sachie didn’t want to do anything. She couldn’t look her mother in the face, so she

holed up in her room.

“Just what am 1? Does everyone really hate me? Maybe | really should just

disappear from the world...”

@ The words “disappear from the world” clung to her mind and tears spilled from her

eyes one after the other.

() Sachie didn’t know how much time had passed, but it was already dark outside her
window. She noticed the photo hung up beside her window. It was a photo of when she’d
just been born. She was stretching out happily surrounded by her family. Her father and

mother both looked happy. Sachie stared at the photo for a minute.

® “Sachie, it’s time for dinner!” her mother said, peeking her head in Sachie’s room.
Hearing her mother’s voice, her heart that worried itself into a tight knot started to

loosen up just a little.

‘Mom, are you glad I'm around?” Sachie didn’t know where her question even
came from.
Sachie’s mother looked surprised for a minute, but she smiled again right away.
“Yeah... | can’t even begin to imagine a world without you in it. You’re our family’s
treasure, Sachie.”

“I'm a treasure...”

(5 Sachie left her dark room. The dining table was filled with delicious smells.
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Aiming for a Rich Japan
—The Father of Modern Capitalism in Japan: Eiichi Shibusawa—

@ Japan is said to be one of the richest countries in the world. In terms of material
wealth, it certainly is wealthier than many other countries. It’'s now a very convenient place
to live in, too.

® However, there are many incidents related to money. Shoplifting, purse snatching,
robberies, fraud and so forth are reported day after day. There are many cases where
large companies intentionally mislabel the expiration date or location of production to fool
customers and others where personal information is easily leaked online along with the
spread of the internet, leading to provocations from complete strangers. There are even
cases where individuals find themselves caught up in bank transfer scams.

) There are some adult criminals who’ve dipped their feet into crime and seem to believe
the one who'’s tricked is the one at fault with their tricks. Normally, most people would think
that there’s no way that what they’re being told could be true, but there are apparently
even young individuals who’'ve been caught up in someone’s elaborate methods and
compelling words only to find themselves participating in crimes.

@ With this in mind, how should we go about thinking about Japan’s current condition
and how should we live in the midst of such conditions?

® Eiichi Shibusawa, known as “the father of modern capitalism in Japan,” was a
businessman from Fukaya City in Saitama. In 1840 when he was born, Japan was
approaching the end of feudal society, the hierarchical class system of the Edo period was
still in place. Eiichi was born to a farming family, but had many doubts towards this class
system. Merchants who handled money and so forth were of especially low status. Eiichi
would go on to enter the business world, bring wealth to Japan, reject the trend to value

official procedure over people and raise the status of all those in the business field.

® In his youth, Eiichi attended the Paris World Exhibition as a retainer to the shogunate,
and was deeply impressed by the advanced European culture he saw there. In 1869, he
began working at the Ministry of Finance, but quit after 4 years. Starting the first bank in
Japan, Eiichi worked hard to promote private sector businesses. Eiichi started doing
business based on the principles of “The Analects of Confucius” that he’d read since his
youth. He believed that people should start businesses necessary to society and work for
logical increases in profit and that making the general populace richer would mean making
the country itself richer.

10
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But even then, the idea of doing anything for profit isn't good either. So, Eiichi
believed there was truth in between these two ideas: “Aim for the space between the

Analects & the abacus.”

“Those who lack generosity and refinement think only of profit. Those involved in
commerce and industry handle money, so they’re especially at risk. A sincere heart is a
necessity for these people, just as gaining trust is as well. When you think of it that way,
‘The Analects and the abacus’ aren’t in opposition, but should be built up together

instead.”

Eiichi called this idea of his “harmony between morality and economy,” and stayed
true to this theory his entire life.

While working as commissioner for the First National Bank, Eiichi went on to make
more and more of his projects a reality. His first goal was making a paper-manufacturing
society. Eiichi believed that Japan mustn’t import culture from Europe and the US, but
rather, think about the advancement of culture. Without this, general societal knowledge
wouldn’t develop either. If paper-manufacturing prospered, all other businesses would
prosper as well. Leaping from the paper-manufacturing business to the gas business,
Eiichi then made developing artificial fertilizer his next goal after succeeding there. Since

he’d been born in a farming village, he was always concerned about fertilizer.

On May 3rd, 1898, just when profits were picking up, one of his new factories
burned to the ground in a fire. Since it would take an enormous amount of money to build
another factory, and even then there wouldn’t be an increase in profits, there were even

some who called for Eiichi to give it up since he was between a rock and a hard place.

‘I can’t give up now. This is for my country.”

Eiichi did his best. He took a loan from the First National Bank and made it through this

crisis.

At the start of the Meiji period, all businesses needed the help of the government
to establish themselves. The risks were simply too great otherwise. The First National
Bank was only able to come about as a result of the government’s assistance. Without
any desire to lay up wealth, Eiichi’s reputation as someone who cared for others won him
the trust of the government leaders.
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Eiichi Shibusawa. He is without a doubt the main one responsible for making Japan
into the rich nation it is today. He thought of everyone’s happiness in order to make

Japan a truly rich society.

NhE BT
*B B HL: Respecting the government and officials, but despising the common folk.
Sk

*3LiE: The trend of culture and civilization developing further. The state of academics

and the arts blossoming.

Let’s visit and learn more!
Eiichi Shibusawa Memorial

a Fukaya-shi Shimotebaka 1204

™ 048-587-1100
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Life, To Live Now

) | found out that true happiness is actually in your closest surroundings in the Great
East Japan Earthquake. Even though it's common sense, it's something you can’t buy

with money; it’s living.

@ | transferred into a junior high school in Saitama in April. Until then, I'd just been
living an average life as an elementary school student in Namie Town in Fukushima

Prefecture. Until that day, that is...

@ The earthquake struck on March 11th. | was in class during our closing ceremony
for the day. | hid underneath my desk. It was an unbelievable tremor. That was the first
time I'd ever experienced a level 6-upper earthquake, and after that a tsunami warning

was issued.

@ Taking the younger students with us, we evactuated to a slightly elevated hill
nearby. | looked behind me and saw a massive wave in the distance. It was like a black
wall, and without any idea what was happening, | was gripped with fear. We desperately
walked along the mountain, and took a truck that was passing by to the evacuation

shelter.

® My town was swallowed by the tsunami. The house that | loved, the family that |
loved, the dog that | loved... they all disappeared in an instant. My grandmother never

came back. | have more memories with my grandmother than | can count.

©® My grandmother was old, but she was just as energetic as me. She saw me off to
school every morning, and raised vegetables in the garden every day. She’d always
cook a delicious meal for me as she waited for me to come back home from school. We
ate right after | came back, and always had a good time talking about what had
happened that day while we ate. | played baseball and she’d come out to cheer me on at
my matches. We fought sometimes, but she was important to me.

@ What are people’s lives? After the truly painful experience of my grandmother’s
death, | had no choice but to think about that seriously. I'd heard the phrase that “There’s
no replacement for the weight of someone’s life,” but it really was just like that.
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Going to school every day, laughing and fighting with my friends... Studying was a
pain at times, but | tried my best working away at my desk... Talking with my family about
school as we ate... all those things I'd taken for grant disappeared one day. The tsunami
stole everything from me... and countless lives. Every single person had their own lives
just like this. They had dreams and futures... and they all had normal lives they’d taken

for granted too.

Even now, the disaster area’s still in terrible condition. There are still people who
don’t know where their family is, and there are some places where electricity still hasn’t
been restored. There are people who can’t study at school. When | hear people say that
they don’t want to study, | get angry. Can they even imagine the reality of what it’s like to
have everything just disappear in an instant in the tsunami? How much of a blessing it is
to be able to study and spend time in clubs together with everyone as if nothing’ll ever

change...

My grandmother will never come back. No matter how hard it is, no matter how
much | pray, she’ll never come back. My grandmother might've taught me something

important at the cost of her life.

When | grow up, | want to be a baseball player. At first, my junior high school life
was nothing but anxiety, but I've made friends, and I’'m working hard in my club. I’'m living
enough for my grandmother and for all my friends who had their lives ripped away from
them. Holding my friends dear and refusing to give up, no matter what, I’'m living each

and every day so that | have no regrets.

Grandma, keep an eye on me from up there in heaven.

(Excerpt from a student’s writing)
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